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SUBJECT: SUPREME COURT EXTENDS HEARING 

1. THE FIVE-MAN SUPREME COURT BENCH LED BY CHIEF JUSTICE RAY 
DSIDED SEPTEMBER 19 TO EXTEND ITS HEARING ON THE CONSITUTIONALITY 
OF THE 39TH AMENDMENT. THE CHIEF JUSTICE ANNOUNCED THAT THE PUR- 
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POSE OF THE EXTENSION IS TO HEAR ARGUMENTS ON THE "MERITS AND 
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FACTS" OF THE ALLAHABAD COURT CASE ON MRS. GANDHI'S 1971 ELEC- 
TION, WHICH SHE LOST IN JULY AND SUBSEQUENTLY APPEALED TO THE 
SUPREME COURT. THE COURT’S DECISION TO LOOK AT THE CASE SEPARATELY 
PROBABLY RELATES TO ITS SPECIFIC INTEREST IN CLAUSE 4 OF THE 39TH 
AMENDMENT. THIS CLAUSE IN EFFECT RETROACTIVELY DISALLOWS ELEC- 
TION CASES AGAINST THE PRIME MINISTER. 


2. WE ESTIMATE THAT THE HEARING WILL LAST AN ADDITIONAL THREE 
TO EIGHT WEEKS. 

3. COMMENT: PENDING THE SUPREME COURT S DECISION, MRS. GANDHI IS 
UNLIKELY TO PROCEED WITH ANY SIGNIFICANT RELAXATION OF PRESS AND 
POLITICAL CONTROL. WHATEVER RELAXATION MAY TAKE PLACE IS LIKELY 
TO BE GRADUAL AND STRESS APPEARANCES. 

SCHNEIDER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SUPREME COURT, COURT PROCEEDINGS, CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS, ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NEWDE12698 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750325-0746 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750935/aaaabfaf.tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <24 OCT 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SUPREME COURT EXTENDS HEARING 
TAGS: PINT, IN, (GANDHI, INDIRA) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



